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NA MING OUR NEWSLET TEH

__Since the nnuslqttar 1a~nuw the com~
bined communications ne:uo&k*?or two
nreyious newsletters; we felt that we

. should decide a new name for it\ After a
ot of. fhhcy ht%ﬁnstorming, we sattled
. on “Anarﬁhilt Feminiet Notes". It 8 sim—
pie and-it describes what the hewsletter
~ really is--our notes to each others 1f
“you have a better idea and would like
thé name changed, pleaae write to the next
,iabua. v e

" CRGANIZING THE NOTES'—

' some mu‘_i"dest proposals

- Since e received the~newaletter put
out by the New York' women last August,
wewhnve ptepsred for putting out this
fesue in: levuxul ways. First, we discus-
ged -alot of iaqﬁed ‘about the newsletter.

| Mese included a desire that the news-
" letter. come’ dut regularly 'so that com-
'munica:ions 1ncfuded are up to date.

”rogosa gggr:erlz Newsletter

We decided that one way to Shdreps
rhig. concern was to have a sef qunrt-

"*nrly deadline for letters and articles

- i to be sent tO&the-gtoup producing the
: newslettarrpnd for that group to be com-
.mitted to mailing the newsletter within

.2 month after the dagdiine. We want to

propose it to. the network. If there are
any objectiona to the' proposal they sho-
uld be submitted to the next isauei We

cou'rmm ON PAGE n.
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A gay anarchist conference was held
Sept. 3-6 in Butfaio, NY, About 30

“pesple (7 or 8 womens attended. An

|
gay anarchists meet j

Informal group workshop was held, One |
'suggestion for future contact was to
get started a newsletter to exchange
views, lideas, feelings, activities.
Anyone interested - sénd news, graph-
ics, maillist additions as well as a '
donation if you can afford it tor |

gay anarchist newsletter
c/g come!lunity press

13 east 17 st, #6
NYC NY 10003 %
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We the Anarchist Feminists of Chicqq':,: :
hsve agreed to marge the Anarchist |
Feminist network notes with the Emma
Goldmsn Feminist Newsletter.

j'.

i
We will not give you our mailing
1ist until we ask everyone if they
want you to have it. We feel we feel
we have to respact the wishes of peo-
ple on our meiling list. 1f your
-publication does &ny censoring, we,

' _the Apsrchist Feminlsts of Chicago,
will pull out of the project.

At the present we will not comnit
curselves to putting cut any future
4esuss. We zll have 1ittle money and
are involved in other projects.

T8 L R iy
. for the Anarchists Femiste of
7 Chicege i ' :
<+~ . Bvanston, 11linodis - 60204

o Bi. I'm a mamber of Tiamat, an
ansrcha-feminist study-gupport
i . group. We reslly 1iked the last
5 . ,newsletter and would like to take
i W v vespoosibilicy for doing an issue.

" { haven't received the issue the

‘. Des Moines group is doing, I am
enclosing 'some money for coats.

Has anyone volunteered for the,

next ispug after yours? Bither
way let us know so we can figure
when to put ome out, Thanks.
Carcl Tiamat Ormstein
609 N. Tioga St.

Ithaca, K.Y. 14850

" “WHO'S TO DO THE NEXT ISSUE

S
2 B A

A %{,“

'!},hl Anarcha~feiinist.. roup of Chica-

'go has disbanded. Everyone felt we wer--

en't really doing anything important.
Gome of the members are involved in dif~
ferent activities (e.g. working with
battered housewives, one is {involved with
e wowens group and mewspaper at a uni-
veraity; one is involved in a coed at-
tempt to put together a Chicago politi~
cal newspaper), I am involved in a and-
rogynous  anarchist: discussion group; I

am working of organizing a regional anar-
chist federation and ‘- network for rebel

workers; I distribute snd work on the

Black Star: an anarchist review and I am
presently trying to gst & political an-
imated cartoon together. 1 am also trans-
lating & book from Spanish to Englieh
about Ms Luisa Capetillsc, a Puerto Rican

anarchist. « -
— vk ‘Notes should continue
on a rotating basis. When I was in New
York City, I spoke to the Comea |Unity
Press people and they gaid 1f no one smpeak
up, they would put out the issue after
yours. I think they are writing you cou~
cerning this.

What is the merged newsletter going to
be called? Should we ask pecple if they
want the name changed?

Input from Men? I feesl theare are so
many publications open to men that exclud-
ing them from participation in the Notes
cannot possibly hurt their own develop~
ment. The main task of the Notes should
be in developing the abilities and self
organization of womyn. I an not & sep~
eratist, but I recognize the importance
for womyn to have their own organizations.
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| snew york,my.. - e it
1 saw MIMI (of Chicago) in New York  raige practical iasues, 'be inspira’~
«eoind ohe assured me of her group's g tfonal, help us‘connect”~ travelling
willingness to take responsibility . ‘we can feel less isolated, more com-

" for the 4th lesue of the nevsletter.  +° - ~muitted. -But.all this takes time, én-
Prankly, 1 don't consider it.a godd . . ‘wergy, and of course, self and group:

! ' igea for any any one group to take on i confidence. It is disheartening ‘when
i ' responsibility for the newsletteron a .  ‘women d_gn'-t,_:p‘_é.pdﬂd;.,_ Qi.@;g“g;s-igg
loog term baeis., _As I see 4t, the . when'groups don't volunteertheir time
neweletter (both the . former Anarcho - energy, and of ‘course, slender finan-
: Feninist Network Hotes, the Euma Gold- cial resources to put together an is =
* ' pan Network, and _i_thi_t'_wcqoratanted ef- ° sue, upsetting that names on a mail-
' fort comprise an attempt to form a  ing list seem mostly to .remaim anon-
. ¥esl metwork of anarchist women for = ymous(this is uncomfortably. true in N.
" tha purposes of contact and communica- ¥.C. where local communication ie some-
“" tion, solidarity, and participation on thing urgent to work om = we don't
' local, national and international lev- know each other)., The number of women
~ .els - all 'of which are more mportant on the 1ist who are not actively com-
. to build than considerations of the  mited to anarchism ( or perhaps a syn-
" ¢clumsiness ‘'of the method and content. onym or pergpecgivemnegpondins to -
~ Not that I undervalue content - far the word) and who are also strong femi-
_ +from it -~ . “of the pitfalle of news- nists is perhaps equalled by or a frac
 letters is their tendency to become tion of the women who would love to
/boring ~ but génuine neteworks cap participate 1in the network if they -
o) only be built . through the “Ymput and knew about it. The ﬁltg___g:k wi.'_t_'l take
. ngend participation:of 49 mamy of us CONTINUED O PACE 4
e a4 posdible. ' The “formpula of ‘circu- ' R s s
Y lating responsibility for publishing

... the nevsletter,. although'it may - at
<t -?‘bh“_-f‘""?‘-?;iﬂ@_' bﬂﬁfﬁul ; _"ti'ﬂs;*f_'{amurioua,
AP o CAD o m ‘{;.f!lciﬂt ",.d,fzr‘ft wr&g" no when

o oV 4E works. can only entourage this pro-
i gedd_ of participation and communica~
.o igdoR = mogt important, it is a way of
4 -'--’"u’t:tips' _ansrcho-feminist grewps to-
. o-¢ i gether om,a, local:basis ~ groups may
‘well  start. working together through
- éollective affort on  the newsletter
© and stey together for other rgypes of
activity..: The - newsletter primaiily
“ghould be for contact, for iinfomma-
“*" tion about whatiwé are doing'in. &if-
ferent parts.of the world and.of the
' country, what we are involved in

, end what our problems - are. The
network should encourage cooperation,

Boston Thop Yetlew ogpes



+1\D0 THE NEXT ISSUE? (Continued)

ime, as I was eaying, to work . and
parhaps after all it will fafl, ¢
praeticnl or any other considerations.
' this were to hdppen I would rather
aaa cne strong group ey to maintadin
this dewsletter. The contifitity and
constancy of vision, the presentation
of specific viewpointe, the mchl
charvacter of a magazine which. makes
it stimulating ahd exciting ~-~ when
ir works --- gre best suited to a faine
iv stable, comnitted emsall group col~
lactive process perhaps. Such a
;\roc‘nl would not, I think, help eur
“stwork as I see it be a participatory
process of interchange and feedback.

The. newsletter network is an open one
and obviously apen format is risky in
that there are opportunities for take-
. ‘over snd ‘co-option. For as, theoret-
ieally, any women can become pare of

the network, 86 can particles of  the
government as well as authoritian
socidliste prone to takeover and also
‘men gain access to it. I want to re-

. gponid to the question of male input
' vnf’ﬁ vas brought very briefly =--

use I do find it udundaat as an
issue. If men inpuf this is no longer
-an anarcho-fes newsletter., For
those of us who alac work in uixed
mele~female groups, there are far more
opportuftities within the anarchist
and social-change movement for such
joint work and I am @ure there are
women  in the network who are willing
only to work and struggle with -other
women: and who would feel especiaslly
hurt by even considering allowing male
input., There is also the SRAF news-
letter, an open forum for all . anarch-
tsts which is available from SRAF
print, Box 4091, Mountiin View Ca.,has
- existed for & long time and aire many
different views, including anarcho~
feminist and male chauvinist in the
form of continuing correspondence.
Male input when its not so disguised
as to be unrecognizable ought to be
ignored. My position, by the way, is
not coming out of saparatism as I in
fact work with men both gay. and
straight on various projecte, but I
thoroughly distrust "male feminists"
and am very suspicious of men who want
to contribute to a feminist, womens,
network - geems like the same old pat-
ronizing, patriarchial trip often dis-
guised as pseudo-humble white-liberal~
type takeover of our enargies. Men
can learn from women as a class, but
women can only learn from a few men as
individuals. As I mentioned, I do as~
sociate with men, none of vhom I'm
glad to say would feel that their con-
tribution to a feminist orgaenization
would be part of their atruggle
against sexism. Enough.

Noa
Box 562,Cooper Station,
N.Y., N.Y. 10003

*Des Hninu women called both these gr

and found that neither can do the next
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= CHICAGO

I am abrry to say, if you do not al-
ready’ know, that the Anarcha-Feminist
group’ in Chicago has disbanded. I
know, it was a ‘short lived experience.
Each woman, though, should respgnd to
your letter individuaily. Each%f us
is active in anarchist, feminist or an
amalgam of the two politicse, in her
own right.

1 don't mind contributing articles to
your newsletter. I have decided to
help Arlene Myers with her A-F An-
thology, a long overdue project. 1
will be going to the Labadie Collec-
tion in Ann Arbor in December, and
visiting another collection in Cham-
paign a little Fater to try to:glean
some information. I have several
topics in mind, but will wait until I
get to both collections before 1 nar-
row down. Though, I must say the link
between the first feminists and Hay-
wood and friends does interest me.
Not-to-mention -the many women behind
nhe‘scﬂﬁea in anarchist soclety in
-tha;kdte 19th and early 20th century.
: 1 must not fall into a trap, but nar-
"rpw my topic.. ”hj‘

1 wouid be williug to offering a syn-
opeis of whatever I do to your news-
letter, but obviously that wouldn't
be forthcomiun for many months,

I am oppoaedfco men*working o1 a wo-
man's publicationi

. Womankindly,
. « Bernice Murry.

1005 W. George, 2
Chicago 5065?

**********i********************'k****

WE FEEL UNCOMFORTABLE WITH THE RE-
PERENCE TO THE NEWSLETTER AS "OURS".
IT'S IMPORTANT TO EMPHASIZE THAT THE
NEWSLETTER BELONGS TO ALL WOMEN IN-
VOLVED. IT'S NOT THE "PROPERTY" OF
THE GROUP THAT IS PUTTING OUT ANY
~ PARTICULAR ISSUE.

-NEW YORK

“the des moines anarcho~-feminist
group has felt the need to raise the
|ssue of "how to handle input from
men,'" men have many places to express
their anarchist views, there are many
anarchist groups which we, as women,
may choose or not choose to join - in
order to work with men, the PURPOSE
of this newsletter is to have a space
where we can come together as women
to share our feminist and anarchist
visions, to create a space which i«
necessary for all of us, i would sug-
gest that men who are anarchist and
think of themself as feminist could:
A.form male~feminist-anarchist
groups or caucusses
B.share their feminist perspectiae
in working within anarchist
- groups,’ newspapers, actions,
C.for gay men (and lesbians) a gay
anarchist newsietter is forming
- for articles; news, -maillist:
see address In this issue,

IF YOU HAVE ACCESS TQ A MIMEOGRAPH,

~ XEROXING, OR PRINTING - YOU COULD DO

THE NEXT NEWSLETTER!

i think that generally a group of
women (rather ithan just one person)
shouid make the commitment to pro=-
duce and mail an issue. by meving
around the country, one group won't
be continually expected to put in
time & energy, stamps and money.

VOLUNTEER IN TIME FOR YOUR ADDRESS
INFORMAT ION TO BE- INCLUDED IN THE
NEXT [SSUE.

Mercure Volt

Come! Unity Press

13 E. 17¢h sk, 16
-New York, N.Y. 10003




LETTERS, (Continued)

somervilie, mass.

I would 1ike té 'be put on the
mailing list for EMMA (anarchist-femi~-
nist) newsletter. Mimi from the Anar-
chist feminist group in' Chicage. told
me that her group is not now publish-
ing any kind of anarcha-feminist news-
letter, but that you are. I would love
to receive it as I feel most isolated
in finding current contemporary real-

women anarchist~feminists....I'm sure

you know what I mean. . :

In Boston I work at & self-help
health center that 1is collectively
owned and run by those of us who work
there. To me self-heip . and working
collectively are ways to live out an-
archiem, and working in women's health
helps me concretize 'my commitmént to
women., But the tleory and ways to
discues this with other women are
sorely lacKking for me. '

J1f there are back issues of your
newsletter’ I would appreciate receiv-
ing those-~I feel so starved for read-

E Y

ing material. ., Fo
Also Mimi sadgd ‘tHe newsletter
is free. 1Is funding/money a problem
for you that are putting it out? I
have very little money, /byt if 1t
would help I could send .g/dollar if
you need it. Let me know, QK?* ..

In the struggle,

Judi Stein

223 Sumner ST.

Apt. 3-R

Somerville, Ma. 02145

¥ il
Ly
ey,
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fiorence, mass,

Have been meaning to write--remem~

bering papers I've been involved
with in the past and how discour-
aging it can be without community
support. Let it be said. Am
real glad you're doing the news-
letter. Yes, it makes sense for
you all to do the next 4 issues--

. deadlines are helpful as is regu-

lar addresa.

Am encloeing review of THE DIS-
POSSESSED for newsletter. Dale,
the woman who wrote it probably
will write for the newsletter.
Regarding input from men--I don't
want to put them down but I'm not
sure I want to put them in, on
any kind of regular basis. If
something applies - mmm 0,K. I
guess but within reason.

Deborah Jacobs
P.O. Box 341
Florence, Mass.




LETTERS, (gontinued)
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northampton, mass,

Somehow, at Spark bookstore here in
Northampton, Mass. we have a copy of
a letter mailed Oct. 31, about the
"merging of two networks' and plans
to do an anarchist feminist newslet~
ter. It's good to hear about it,
and I believe Deborah Jacobs has
gent along a copy of a book review of
The Dispossessed that I wrote as part
of a series Spark collective is doing
in a local progressive paper. I'll
be glad to see thie newsletter, as
well as share it with the women in an
anarchist-feminist study group I am
part of, and of course with Spark.
What I'm curious about is what these
two existing networks are that you
refer to. Also, are there other is-
gues of anarchist~feminist newslet~
ters hanging around somewhere (be-
sides the one that the Emma Goldman
ﬂ§§335¢elput out over a year ago?)

1 was at the anarchist conference at
Hampshire college this month, and
while I did find many women who are
involved in collectives or consider
themselves anarchiste, still the
overwhelming presence of male anar-
chists who are very active and mod-
erately unconecious of their sexism
was discouraging. It's the same old
thing, you walk inte a room full of
men and say, look, this room is full
of men, and you hope that before they
get defensive you can make the point
that there is something going on that
keeps women from participating even
here. And I do think that the focus
on small groups, good process, and
local needs encourage, or should en-
courage women to be involved in
anarchist groups. Clearly there 1is
a need for women anarchists .tc con-
tact and support each other in the
process of woving anarchiem from
male domination. I also find the
theoretical direction recently re-
opened with Peggy Kornegger's arti-
cles in Second Wave important to ex-
plore more. And, as with all kinds
of people's struggles, there is a
great need to bring to light all the

tarrifie wamaen anarchiceta of the Taat

I hope you will take the time to put
out several issues of this newslet-
ter, since I agree with you that a
stable space to send material al- i

lows for more consistency, and later
on & smooth traneition te another
group in another part of the country.
1 have mixed feelings about the way |
to deal with men's responses or crit—
icisms. Occasionally I find them
worthwhile, and since I don't con~
sider men The Enemy I like to be sur-
prised about the fact that we can all,
change and grow and learn from one
another. Yet too often the response
is a tiresome reworking of "tell me
how to live my life so you'll like me
me' or plain old defensiveness. And
that we don't need., (Nothing like a
nice definitive answer, right?)

Looking forward to the fruits of your
labor,

in struggle
Dale LaBonte
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Houseworker's Handbook, Leghorn and
Warrior, 46 Pleasant St., Cam-
bridge, Ma. 02139. Price $1.50
109 pages.

The Houseworker's Handbook explores

and analyzes the economic roots of

woman's oppression. Traces the ef-
fects woman's position as unpaid
laborer in the home has on her status
outside the home and its influence on
her political, social and self-image.

Contains articles, poetry and graph-

ics from women in this country and

abroad. Also contains a chapter on
wife beating, the occupaticonal haz-
ard of the houseworker.

Wife Beating, Betsy Warrior, New Eng-
land Free Press, 60 Union Square,

- Somerville, Ma, 02173. 25 pages.
40¢

The politics of wife beating from an

historical and cross-cultural per-

spective, Takes a look at the prev-

alence of this crime and the response

(or lack of response) to it by the

courts, police, psychiatrists, etc.

Analyzes how wife beating fits into

. feminist theory and suggests how the

problem can be dealt with now by the
woman's movement. “Excerpted from the
Houseworker's Handbook.

Working on Wife Abuse Betsy Warrior,
46 Pleasant St., Cambridge, Ma.
.-~ 02139 34 pages. $1.
_Aszesource list of groups aund indi-
¢ifuals working to offer support,

+ refugea and services to battered wom-
en. ‘Also 1ists publications ‘perti-

nent to the issue and contaffis an in-
troduction examining the history and
" purposes of refuges.

4
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reviews

What's a Wife Worth? Leghorn and
Warrior, New England Free Press,
60 Union Square, Somerville, Ma.,
02143 «30¢ '

A pamphlet on the role housework

plays in the economic dependence of

women on men. Analyzes this depen-
dence in relation to women's politi
cal and social aspirations. Em-
phasizes the economic base on which
the oppression of women rests and
how this base is of major impor-
tance to feminist theory and prac-
tice. Excerpted from the House-
worker's Handbook.
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This is the first in @ propesed series of

i book reyiews .by mdﬁm-?‘:ﬁme Spark

Bokstore collective in\Nérthampton. The

main emphases of the' bookstore are

. feminist «writings, chifdred's books end
anarchist litersture, '

Ursula Leguin’s The Dispossessed offers
scionce fiction that is feminist and politica
Although she'can be criticized along with
many other” science fiction writers who
don't have female protegonists in their
stories, sHe does offer ideas that few

writers have tackled, She does not offer the

" easy answer of individual survival, ope

person’s victory over interplanetary |

+, Mynasties, that sci-fi writers glorify. Her

book is aiso not an sllegory for a perfect -

social order. Instead there is a stress on the
process by which her characters sutvive
and change, a focus on the ‘tension be-’
tween individual and community.

The Dispossessed are the ansrchists who
staged a successful enough’'uprising on

their planct to be offered pacification in
- the form ‘of a convenient moon, large
enough ‘to pdpuldte. ‘It turns out to be
virtually a wasteland, where survival is a
matter of harboring scarce resources.
Trade: is. maintained with the mother
planet, plant stock and manufactured
goods are oblsined in exchange for
minerals. On' Aharres, there are no trees
except those which have been planted and
carefully. .tended’ by the colomists. The
~colony iy orgenized’ collectively-all tasks
. o shared, along with housing; food; and
childféaring. With an exciting philosophy

guidifig “the experiment and ingenuity

developed 'to match the hostile en-
vironment, it is upsetting that by the third

generation Anerres has ‘sprouted s -

creeping. authoritarianism,

Review:

s nNin BUHTIZ oW OIMiL ZNIDIVID 92016
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- 'The

Shevek is an Odonian: he follows the
philosophy of the woman whose ideas
sparked the rebellion which led 10 the
settlgment of Anarres. As 2 man, who
assumes the basic physical, mental. and
social equality of women and the valuable
contribution of children, Shevek is an

~ Vindicater of how much feminist principles

have been incorporaled into his society.

Overwhelmed by the bombardment of new
experiences, it is a while before Shevek
encounters the “propetarian” nature of
Urras society, Through hints in con-
versation and difficulty undersianding why
he nds a personal servant, Shevek is led to
the realization that he fantastic wealth he is
viewing i grounded in the oppression of
large. segments of the population, and that
& cold-war-like impasse separates the two
nations which dominate the planet.

g (R TetreyrH

Throughout the book, Leguin studies

cultural values through the eyes of what
would be szssumed to be opponents.
Shevak, the central character, is an in-
dividualist. --Anarresti society officially
champions individuals, but in fact, it often
exercises peer pressure to keep people “in

'line.” Shevek is buffeted by both his love
“for his home planet and his passion for
‘freedom. As a theoretical scientist he is

invited to visit the mother planet, Urras.
There he finds a lush world, with
everything to offer (enough to waste), with
grest richness of culture and race.

e,

Dispossessed

This is an importantreason for a man to be
the focus of the book. A woman
protagonrist would be expected to view
other, women as equak, and to fight 2
society that refused that recognition. For

‘Shevek to do so means & society with the

presupposition of womens' strengths and
importance. ;

THE DISPOSSESSED is not outstanding
solely for its portrayal of anarchy as a
‘global way of life. Leguin's genius as o
writer comes from her treatment of the
subtle problems of living under what we
faight _at first glance take for Utopis.
Leguint writes sbout individual lives and
choices. Her characters do not merely face
insurmountableobstacles and fight wilfully
until they win. Instead, they fsce them
scives, There is the anguish of sceing
friends die because they are politicully
dangerous. Shevek B counfronted with his

; mother's .confised : feelings for him; his

daughter is troubled by schoolmates and
neighbors because her father does not fil
the Arparres norm. Leguin's characters
work as we all do (¢ b accepted into the
culwre they live ia, But, like her readers,
they have to bé honest with themselves in
the end, Sometimes they live up to their
own values, sometimes they induige their
weakpesses ‘and shoricomings.



DES MOINES WOMEN

- FORM SUPPORT GROUF

Our ‘women's caucus first began about

' three years ago, out of necessity.

Support for each other within our
study/action group, and a systematic
approach to combatting sexism were
felt needs growing out of our exper-
ience as a group of men and women
involved in political struggle.

_From the beginﬁing we exemplified our
- bedief that the personal is political.
“ As a’group we did not engage in out-

side political action as such. HOW -
ever, we did provide critical support
for each other in struggling with

such issues as sexual identity, con-

“fronting sexlsm as it was practiced

in action groups we were invloved
with, and personal problems which
called for collective input for sol-
ution.

During the winter of 1976, we as a

e

women's group began to struggle with
the issue of classism. We divided
into smaller groups based on class
background, and spent time dealing
with questions related to ways in
which our background has affected our
present situation as women, and how we
determined to deal with them. These
met until they no longer felt the
need, at which point the group as a
whole dissolved for several nonths
over the summer.

In August several women expressed
desire to develop another strong sup-
port group. Many of the same women,
and some new women, gathered to deter-
mine what our organization would Yook
like. Immedfately we formed two
groupg, having learned from past
experience that smaller groups for
discussion and support lessen the
chance that someone will be excluded.
Fach group meets every otheriweek, and
each has its own agenda. One group
has been discussing sexuality. The
other group has a bi-weekly check on
each person's status, and then gives
time for an in-depth personal report
from one group member.

prins

have the effect of separating people
who were accustomed to meeting to-
gether in the past, we decided at ouf
first large meeting that we would

form a sort of Federation, and gather

together as a larger group at least
once every two months. Our first
event was a women's campout at the
end of October - the second annual
event of that kind. We are also
planning a women's party in January,
which will provide the opportunity to
have fun together and to talk with
other women who we think are inter-
ested in starting a similar group.

In the past, growth has been a prob-
lem which we did not resolve. Of
course a main objective is to involve
as many women as possible in such
groups. However, the size of the
group affects its effectiveness, and
we have been cautious of not getting
too big. Also, after meeting togethe
for a period of time, we develop open

ness and trust, which would be inter-

rupted with too much change in mem-
bership. We have agree to support
other women in forming their own

YY1 0



DES MOINES VOMEN'S GROUPS, (continued)

tir vision includes more groups, self-
orpanized and self-defined, which will
hecome a part of the larger federation.
Aside from that, who knows what excit-
ing possibilities we will develop in
the future?

Midge Slater
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Three Sick

People

at work...

the impossibility of it
the illness

the aloneness

when one measure of
revolution touches these
people's lives

will they-be ableste
REACH for 1it?

from the organic rot of
alcohol ism by

the monitored heart

the inahility to

catech a breath

are they simply

wviater under the bridpe?
while we build

we plan

woe wredk moronic patterns
to create 2
changing

prowing

piving

living . o, _
work.. for everybody A 3
will ‘they know? La
will they reach to

touch a revolution

made beyond the mateflal wasteland
of the hodies

the respirators

pump

more desperate 1life

into the

organic .rot of alcoholism

the monitored heart

the Inability to catch a breath
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The Women
Who Produced This lssue'
- Who Are We?

. We'are a proup of women in Des Molne:,
Towa, who came together to produce the
merped anarchist feminist newsletter. As
a proup this is our only political .work
topether although several of us are (n-

.volved in some of the sawme activities;

participating in one of the women's proups
that has been formed recently (sce art-
icle); working on.a canppunity newspaper
called Yocus; working &s members of &
libertarian communist organization cal-
led Redwinp Workers Qrganization: work-
ing as members of tha local chapter of
NOW; heing involved in collective 1jve-
ing and doinp workplace erganizing are
among the thinpgs we are doine.



"URGANIZING THE NOTES',(continued) 31

s0 suggest that the dates for the
5+ adlines and publication be:

~dline Publication-Mailing
hovember 30 mid-December
Fzoruary 28 mid-March
Mzor 30 mid-June
furust 30 mid-September

e feel that knowing the deadline for
-.ticles and knowing that our news will
or current when it is mailed, will en-
>z 'rage more active participation in the
;owslatter. It saves alot of energy to
write one letter instead of many! The
a.-slatter 18 a great way to communicate
<izhjlot, of women .with relative ease.

Mailed Letters Asking for Input

T Consistant with our desire to see the

nevsletter come out on a gquarterly bas-
18, we set Novermber 30 as a deadline

“fer this issue and determined to mail

it out in Mid-December. We wanted as

such participation in the newletter

+a possible. Since we couldn't afford to
‘11 a notice to everyone on the mailss

ing 1ist asking for input, we selected

gproups and individuals who had been act-

ive in prior newsletters (ie: written

to or helped produce), or who we felt
could pass the word. We wrote a letter
-+ating the deadline and asking for re-
rponges to the question about input from
men and to the idea of the Des Moines
women producing the next four issues of
the newsletter.

Continuing Quarterly Rotation

We think that a regular place to send
information combined with a regular time
for publishing the newsletter would sta-
bilize the network and encourage part-
icipation. We are willing to be respon-
sible for this issue and the next three.
After that, we would expect another
group to be responsible, hopefully for
four issues.

Since we mailed this idea, we have
received mixed responses. At this point
we are assuming that the publication of

_the newsletter will continue to rotate

with every issue. For this to  work how-

.ever, groupsineed to come forward and

volunteer to produce future issues so
that the address for input can be print-

ed in each current issue.

The Next Issue
The next issue will be produced by

Tiamat, an anarcha-feminist study-sup-

port group in Ithaca, NY. Material for
the next issue should be sent to them,
by February 28 (assuming everyone accepts
the proposed dates for deadlines), in
care of:

Carol Tiamat Ormstein

609 N. Tioga St.

Ithaca, NY 14850

=i

2 women's effort
a women’s product

As women, we need to build a stable
communications network. We see the An-
archist-Feminist Neteg as a wvehicle for
communication among anarchist and left

- libertarian feminists. We feel that it
_should be an effort of wemen, for women,
and by women.

DES MOINES WOMEN'S PROPOSALS: GUIDELINES
FOR THE NOTES

An ad hoc group of Des Moines femin-

ists met to discuss various issues re-
lated to putting together the Anarchist
Feminist Notes. These are the decisions
we reached. Please write your responses
for the next newsletter!

What About Input From Men?

We are very much aware of the conflict
between our desire for the Notes to re-
main a women's communication vehicle
and an openness to communications from men.

COATINUED ON AcE [§




Our reactions to "Anarchism and Fem-
4nism" by Rebecca Staton (the Healk!
which was included in the last issue)
are largely positive. For us the
major strengths of the talk are the
flow and style which link the con-
cepts of anarchism and feminism into
a hrief, comprehensive perspective.

. We: found it clarifying and helpful.

Ue pralse Rebecca for her clarity
and efforts!

There are two areas we would like

to raise questions about and share
our perapective. They are the
definitions of "leaderless" and the

+ dbscussion of strategy--direct R

action, transforming institutions
and alternative building.

{ g -

A major stremgth of anarchism is the
recognition that we do not need a
leader to direct us in the "correct"
way (whether it be a so-called
vanguard party of the revolution

or the puiding guru of a studv group.)

A formal leadership position is
normally a position of power within a
hierarchical organization. When a
person occupies the position he (usually)
or she has access to

specified privileges and powers that
can be "exercised over" others within
the organization. This style of
leadership is at least! stifling and

at worst exploitive anﬂ oppressive.

It takes the initiativé and control

of the situation away from those
involved. As Rebecca pointed out,

the rejection of this style of leader—
ghip'ig a:strength of anarchism and’’
feminism. However, formal leadership
positions are not the only type of
leadership.

ponse to

"ANARCHISM & FEMINISM

There is a leadership function of
providing guidance in particular
situations. It prows out of specific
skills or experiences one of us has.
These are recognized and respected by
others. No power 1s attached to this
influence, Those involved can control
the influence by not giving up thelr
decision making power. Rotation of
tasks and skill sharing are specific

ways that both anarchists and feminists

have used to avoid power blocks or
“leaders" frem gaining control.

Failure to make the distinction
between authoritarian leadership

and influential leadership can result
in confusion and manipulation. Con-
fusion comes when we recognize that
each of us exercises influence and
that the strength of our influence
varies and is effected by others.
Most people call this "leadership."

Pailure to make the distinction is
used as an example of the "idealism"
of anatchists and feminists--implying
that we won't face the reality of
people exercising leadership. Tt's
not the reallity of leadership that

we reject, but the necessity of
leaders.

By not recognizing that people
exercise leadership, the possibility
exists of someone covertly exercising
influence. This can be manipulative,
It allows cliques to develop and
power relationships to evolve. We
feel that it's best to acknowledge
that our committmert to leaderless
groups does not ignore the leadership
which we all provide at ome time or
another. This acinowledgment helps
us he aware of irfluence and call
into question any abuses we see.

TR AT TR IR RLTA

CONTTNUED ON PAGE 14
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RESPONSFE, "ANARCHISM & FEMINISH", (Continued)

The second area we'd like to respond

to [s the section on strategy. for
revolution. In spite © tméylength

of the article, we felt that the
discussions of direct action, trans-
forming institutions and alternative
butlding were inadequate.

The definition of direct action as
"armed struggle' is too narrow.

Many other forms of resistance, prop-
apanda, agitation and organizing fall
in the area of direct action.
Rebecca's restricted definition makes
it easy to forget direct actlon as a
viable revolutionary strategy. Our
oxperience has been that different
forms of direct action such as slow
downs at work, leafletting about a
neighborhood issue, and so on can be
very important in building collec-
tivity and skills for self-orpan-
ixation.

Rebecca's discussion on transforming
institutions 18 too vague. Tt ?
appears to be a rejection of

_H.rﬁfﬂrmiﬂt-ﬁgﬁ%%%§;g 4§h¢g¥,5ﬁek
“ concessions in ghe rules and

structures of capitalist-patriarchal

Institutions. We agree that this
society cannot be changed to meet

human needs by making adjustments,
Reform is non-revolutionary. TFailure
to recognize this can lead people
Into taking bureaucratic and counter-
revolutionary positions and actions.

Although we agree with this eriticism
of transforming institutions, we
disagree with the possible unspoken
(and possibly unthoupht) implication
that we should not involve ourselves
In the institutions of this society.
Most people in this society are
dependent upon its institutions. As
revolutionaries we have little hope
of success unless we put ourselves in
positions where we can share our
fdeas and relate them to the daily
needs of most people. Some of us
need to be working in the insti-
tutfons of this society.

Reform isn't the only way to engagé

in action within societies'

structures. We need a clear under-
standing of our resistance to the
institution and our desire to destroy

the power relationsghips that maintain ;

{t. Our goal should be to partici-
pate in changing necessary parts of

society into self-managed communism.

This leads to the third area of
strategy, alternative buildinmg. We
agree with the need to create ways of
meeting our owm needs. As women we
particularly need to make these
efforts so we can overcome our
isolation by this society. We need
to experience and develop our indi-
vidual and collective strength. We
need the confidence and practical
"know-how' which creating alternative
structures and culture can provide us.

Joanna vVodyei aanS
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Our hesitation is with the possible
implication that building alternatives
ig the major or only strategy we
should adopt. Monopoly capitalist
patriarchal society is incredibly
flexible. it can tolerate all kinds

of altermatives while restricting and
guiding thewn unnoticed. We need to
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'A WOMEN"S Erront..'xpon:1nuad)

The compromise which we propose is: 1)

to accept announceéments from men; and 2)
to accept inserts. The inserts should be
typed and include enough copies for mail-
ingss the total list. A g0 'a contribut-.
ifon to cover any additional postage ex-
penses . should be fiade. If 'a man or men
lacked the tésburees-to wmeét these guidé-
lines, we would provide them with add-
resses of other libertarian men who

could decide whether to support the ef-
fort to communicdté, We believe that

this is & good éotpromise since it lea-
ves open the possibility of communicat-
tion from mefi and yet would require that
all the energy and resources for that
communication come from men. '

What About "Editing" Contributions to
the Newsletter? :

We feel strongly that there should
be HO CENSORING OR CONTENT EDITING OF
WOMEN'S CONTRIBUTIONS to the newsletter.

. However, some "editing" may be needed:
| if personal letters are sent 80 as mot

to include material that is of a person-
al nature and not related to the news-
letter. We should all be very careful
not to control the content of the news-
letter,

Who Should the Notes Be Sent to?

We propose that the Anarchist-Femin-
ist Notes be mafled to the combined mail-
ing lists from the original newsletters
and to women listed on other libertarian
mailing 1ists (eg: the midwest anarchist
mailing 1ist). Also, all of us parti-
cipating in the Notes should add the
names of women we know who would like
to receive the newsletter.

For this issue we also sent a copy
to other libertarian newsletters with an
arnouncement of our existance and a re-
quest that women who would like to re-
ceive additional issues send us their
addresges. Otherwise we won't continue to
gend the Notes to those newsletters.

There are several amarchist or 1lib-
ertarian communist libraries or publi-
cations that have requasted copies of
the newsletter for their collectioms.
We don't see any problems with that.
Our wide distribution makes security a

.. moot point. We have sent copies of this

issue to those who requested it. If -
there are any problems with that, plesse
write before the next issue fo that the

.. _practice can be stopped until furth~

er discussion helps us come to some Sg~

s
EAL

. We also agreed to send copies to men
if they request it and send postage.

WhHat ' y
How Do We Handle Long Articles or Letters?’

-fj*jﬁé-prbppse that when anyone sends an
_article that is longer than two single
%;ygead.typqwritten pages, she should
‘mark {t for possible serializing of try’

to send a little extra donation to help
cover expenses, If it's not marked for

. gerialization and 1f there is no contri-

bution, we should print it anyway, but

if length prohibits, the producing group
should divide it into a series.

RESPONSE, "''IIARCHISM & FEMINISM", (Continued)

be aware of this. At this point in
time alternatives are largely
defensive, They can easily become
gimple retreats from the hassles of
thiz society rather than tools for

change. '
Perhaps it is tlear by now that

we're trying to Bay "yes, but.,"
We are slowly developing an awareness
of the need for a broad understanding
of revolutionary strategy. Even

though our ideas lack clarity, we
feel confident of the need to inte-

grate the positive aspects of direct
action and alternative building,

Alternative building gives us
practice in self-management and
allows us to eke out free space for
new society. Direct action is our

way of confronting the old so the
new can grow.

Please share your ideas and criti-
clsms to belp our umderstanding grow!
. ;

i Katss Solmsen, Crant Purdy,
§ Hary Svies
Motsas. Touwa
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The final coats for putting out
this issue can't be precisely
figured until ve Nave mailed it.
‘These have beed our éxpenses 80
far: stencils=~$8706; paper—
21.00; _three long distance phone
.,calla (to try to find someone to
put "6ut the next issue)--277. (no
bili‘%at). .and postage~-52.26
 (we don't know what ' the non-USA
“coples will cost); and address
1labeie~+1.85, This comes to: -
'$83.11 .80 far. . We 'will Send a
precige amount to ' the next - issue.
We received $9. 13" 4d’ subport for.
hmm e, produced 370 copiea.
copies. Thin‘ii~ﬁ?#raximsta1y
23 pexr. copy //?lease sénd what
you can to he p ‘pay’ the expenses
for this issue and send your :
contrihu;iggguxnchhn next issue__‘
to Timwm o TeY

b Karen: - IoAsE sy -Hagy,_
and Tally. We learned alot and
e _Iytd wotking togeth&m. ..

B 1 7 .

ITHAOA NY 14850
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